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The Tsunami Stone at Raga — A Result of Leveling of the 0ld Tide
Trace due to the Meiji-Sanriku Tsunami in 1896

By
Atsushi Takeda

Hivalsuka Branch,
National Research Center for Disaster Prevention,
9-2 Nijigahama, Hirvatsuka, Kanagawa 254, Japan

Abstract

The result of our survey leveling originated from a bench mark shows that the level
of a tsunami stone at Raga, Iwate Prefecture, an evidential tide trace due to the Meiji-
Sanriku Tsunami in 1896, is 28.2 m = 1.2 m above the sea level. People of the village
have handed down for ninety vears the fact that the large stone was carried up to the level
by a running-up current of the tsunami.

The fact suggests that the maximum run-up of the tsunami in Raga could be higher
than 30 m above the sea level.

The run-up with 38.2 m of the Meiji-Sanriku Tsunami at Ryori, Iwate Prefecture,
has been known as the reliable record of the maximum height of tsunami run-up in Japan.
Any other authentic records higher than thirty meters have not reported as vet.
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Fig. 1 Raga in Iwate Prefecture.
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Fig. 2 Locations of the Tsunami Stone in Raga (A) and the bench mark (B).
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Photo. 1 The Tsunami Stone in Raga.
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Fig. 3 Route of Leveling of the Tsunami Stone.
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