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The Frequency of Avalanche Release in Niigata Prefecture
by
Takashi Ikarashi

Institute of Swow and Tce Studies, National Research Center for

Disaster Prevention, Suyoshi, Nagaoka, Niigata-ken 940, Japan

Abstract

A considerable progress has been made in road improvement in Niigata Prefecture,
but safety measures for winter are still insufficient.

Avalanches that occur along the roads obstruct the road-traffic and human lives
are occasionally lost. It is important, then, to know well the circumstances of ava-
lanches and to know the relation of avalanches to meteorological factors.

In this study, the sites, the time and date, the class and the volume of debris of
avalanches were investigated at different ditricts (Nagaoka, Ojiya, Muikamachi,
Tokamachi, Kashiwazaki, Yasuzuka, Joetsu, Itoigawa and Tsugawa) in Niigata
Prefecture. It was recognized that the frequency of avalanche releases is related
to the average temperature in each district, and also to the temperature at 500 mb

in the sky above Wajima City, Noto Peninsula.
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