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Abstract

The decay time of internal waves is estimated on the assumption that the
vertical distribution of density in the oceanic thermocline is described with the
function p=p;—dp tanh Sy, which is very similar to the error function. It has
become cleared that the decay time of internal waves depends on the thickness
of the thermocline to a large extent. It is presumable that the magnitude of
life time of internal waves propagating in the thermocline does not exceed ten
days, and that its propagating distance is not longer than 100 kilometers. The
formulae mentioned here can be adopted for estimation of decay time of internal

waves of another scale.
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