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Government Measures against Hurricane Disasters
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Abstract

The authors have followed the consequences of the hurricane disasters in the U.S. starting with Katrina for more than

three months by perusing media reports, governments’ published information, and other data. The organized findings

indicate three critical points that characterize this event: (1) In New Orleans, precautions and mitigations were not

sufficiently taken, despite the announcement in advance of scientific damage simulations and a range of warnings on

potential hurricane disasters. (2) The decline in the communications functions shortly after the hurricane damaged the area

prevented the local, state, and federal governments from obtaining accurate understanding of the situation of the regions

and they were hindered from giving speedy assistance, resulting in increasing the extent of damages. (3) Some of the

evacuees have now left their temporary places. Among others, in New Orleans where 80% of its built-up area flooded, the

progress of bringing back those evacuees which is essential to the rehabilitation of the city, is so slow that the city is faced

with the harsh reality of its restoration prospects being unclear. These three problems need to be further analyzed and

reviewed as universal issues in the low probability high consequence (LPHC) natural disasters.

Key words: Hurricane Katrina, Media report, Timeline, LPHC disaster, Government measures
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Fig.1 Predicted potential track of Hurricane Katrina (left:

23:00 of Aug. 25 / right: 23:00 of Aug. 26).
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Fig.2 Contraflow plan of New Orleans Metropolitan Area.
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Figure 12: Hurricane Diaspora: Location of 800,000 Displaced Lovisiana Residents Requesting Federal Assstance (FEMA, 2005)
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1) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), National Hurricane Center (NHC) Website:
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

2) Louisiana Office of Governor[] 20050 : Overview of
Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco’s Actions in
preparation for and response to Hurricane Katrina.

3) Louisiana State University Hurricane Center Website:
http://www.hurricane.lsu.edu/

4) Louisiana State Police Website: (Contra-flow Map):
http://www.1lsp.org/contraflowmap2.html

5) Louisiana Recovery Authority Website:
http://www.Ira.louisiana.gov/

6) Louisiana Geographic Information Center
(LAGIC)(2005)0 2005 Hurricane Impact Atlas.

7) Bring New Orleans Back Commission (2006): Action Plan
for New Orleans: The New American City.
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Table 1 Timeline of 2005 U.S. Gulf Coast Hurricane Disasters (From Aug. 23rd to Dec. 1st).
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