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Abstract

Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans and its surrounding areas of southern Louisiana in August, 2005. Most of New

Orleans areas were severely devastated by flooding. This article focuses on environmental damages caused by Katrina,

mainly sediments pollution in residential areas.

This case shows that it is very crucial and also difficult that how we

value and interpret risk information at the aftermath of disaster when it is urgent to reconstruct the devastated areas.

Hurricane Katrina also tells us again how important to protect the wetland which absorbs the power of hurricane surge.

We review here the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet project as an example of wetland developments which have brought

enormous impacts on ecosystems in the region.

In Louisiana, nature appreciation had long been low priority, but after

Katrina the Louisiana state likely comes to value the wetland more than ever before.
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Fig 1 Mississippi River and MRGO run through New
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Fig2 MRGO cuts through the wetland.
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Table 1 Timeline of events related to environmental
damages caused by Katrina
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