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Abstract

This study surveys the existing literatures on evaluating the coping capacity of the local community in Japan. To do so, 13
studies are selected and analysed from several points of views. First, the component of the “coping capacity of local
community” can be divided into (1) risk awareness, (2) exposed capacity, and (3) latent capacity. Although most of the
studies have attempted to capture exposed capacity, two recent studies are trying to deal with latent capacity. Further
challenges in developing the coping capacity indicators are (1) focus on the school district level, (2) focus on the local
governance structure (3)consideration of the strategy for capacity building and, (4) participatory approach as a capacity

building strategy.
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Fig. 1 Components of Disaster Risk.
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Table 1 Summary of existing studies on the local disaster coping capacity.
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