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Social Gap and Human Damage Caused by Natural Disasters
- Focuson the Damage in Thailand Caused by Indian Ocean’s Tsunami -
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Abstract
This paper atempts to clarify the relationship between socia gap and human damage caused by naturd disasters. The paper
aso tries to illudtrate that this relationship shows the importance of disaster research from socio-cultural perspective. To attain
these aims, the paper tries to answer the following inquiries: “What is the meaning of socid gap in the context of natura
disasters?’, “What is the relationship between economic development and natura disasters?’, “What isthe relationship between
socia gap and human damage caused by natural disasters?’, and “How do the socio-cultural aspectsrelate to natural disasters?”
In this paper, these are explained through a case study of Thailand's experience of the Indian Ocean's Tsunami Disaster of

December 26™, 2004.
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Fig.1  Portal Site on Indian Ocean’s Tsunami Disaster.
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Tablel Summary of Natural Disasters (1975 - 2004).
77 (§e s
X F % 2,932 (37%) 7,847
¥ W ¥k 1,167,557 (56%) 2,096,385
K 4,616,552,301 (89%)  5,184,242,319
M E
\‘,'ﬁﬂ e 531,814,377 (49%)  1,091,676,495
(27 . 1,000\ R)L)

(Fiffr: 727581 >4 — (2004))
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Table2  Summary of Natural Disasters (2004).
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X g ¥ 149 (38%) 392

¥ H ¥k 233,449 (96%) 244,200

RN 131,584,916 (90%) 145,468,473

a = 66,986,312 (68%) 98,101,657

(27 f : 1,000\ K)L)

(Fifir : 727Xk >4 — (2004))
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Table3 Reported death toll by Indian Ocean’s Tsunami Disaster.
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12 8xL7 111 4,491 77,940 94,200 110,229 105,162 120,514 128,645
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Table4 Summary of victims situation in Thailand.
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Table5 Victims, Thai nationality and Non-Thai.

IR P X D
lod H 1,897 1,953 1,545 5,395
(R N 2.023 929 2,952

A = \ ¥
PhangNga 4,224
K rabi 721
Phuket 279
Ranon 160
Tran 5
Satun 6
Total 5,395

Ch: 8,457

(Fifir : The Investigation Delegation of the Japanese Government on the
Disaster caused by the Major Earthquake off the Coast of Sumatra
and Tsunami in the Indian Ocean (2004) .)

(Fiffr : ADPC (2005):Thailand-Post Rapid Assessment Report : Dec.26™
2004 Tsunami (2005.2.15 @K L))
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Photo2  Wooden Box for Dead Bodies.
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Photo 4 Victimsin Siray Island.
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Table 7 Development process of environmental movement in Thailand.
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Table8 Development process of environmental policiesin Thailand.
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Fig. 3 Development process of environmental social system in Thailand.
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